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Sunday 22nd March 
FOURTH SUNDAY OF LENT   8.30 am People of the Parish Mothering Sunday 

Monday  
   9.30 am Anna Law (13th Ann.) Ferial 

Tuesday 
    9.30 am Grogan Family Ferial 

Wednesday   9.30am John Ryan (13th Ann.) Ferial 

Thursday 
 

  9.30am  Mary Brennan Ferial 

Friday   9.30am  Mary Davies 
 

Ferial 
 

Saturday 28th March   9.30am Thomas Moylan 
Ferial 

NB Clocks move forward one 
hour tonight to BST 

Sunday 29th March 
FIFTH SUNDAY OF LENT                      8.30am People of the Parish  

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              32MJR 

 
Please note the celebration of Mass, Sunday by Sunday and day by day, will take place 

without a public congregation. 

SACRAMENT	  OF	  CONFESSION	  
No Confessions at 11.00am Saturdays 

until further notice. 
By appointment only 

SACRAMENTS	  OF	  
BAPTISM	  &	  MARRIAGE	  	  

By arrangement with  
Father Woolley 

LAST	  WEEK’S	  OFFERING	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
SJ:  £1,290.52       HF:   £280.00  

Thank you for your continued 
generosity to the parish.  

 
 

Insights 
Today Jesus cures a man who has been blind from birth, but it is not the blindness of the man himself that is 

central to this story but the blindness of those around him. The Pharisees are pretty sure they know who 
Jesus is and they are fairly certain that he is not of God. Consequently they are completely non-plussed by 
Jesus’ miracle. They question the cured man over and over as though seeking some other explanation. The 
Pharisees are unable to believe the evidence before their eyes. They are just as blind as the blind man once 

was. They are blind to the truth because they refuse to see it. 
Jesus chose to cure the blind man, not simply because he felt a sympathy for him but because he wanted to 

display how God can work through any one of us. Jesus could see that the blind man would make a 
persuasive evangelist, and he was right. The cured blind man, unlike his frightened parents, spoke out 

boldly and persistently first proclaiming Jesus as a prophet, and then as he gained more insight, that this 
man was the Son of God. Even so, the short-sighted Pharisees were not convinced. Their belief that only 
Moses could act as spokesperson for God, rendered them totally myopic when it came to Jesus. Perhaps 

there is a lesson here for all of us. Are we so blinkered in what we believe and how we worship, that we are 
unable to see the broader picture that would allow our faith to move forwards? 

Jesus’ miracle and choice of subject, teaches that God can work through any one of us. In the circumstances 
of our lives we can show others how God works. In our skills and talents we too can be evangelists, we just 

need the vision and a little bit of lateral thinking. 
  

Entrance Antiphon : Rejoice, Jerusalem, and all who love her. Be joyful, all who were in mourning;  
exult and be satisfied at her consoling breast. 

Responsorial Psalm : The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing I shall want.  
Gospel Acclamation :   Glory to you, O Christ, you are the Word of God!  

I am the light of the world, says the Lord; anyone who follows me will have the light of life.       
Glory to you, O Christ, you are the Word of God!  

Communion Antiphon:  For anyone who drinks it, says the Lord, the water I shall give                                                                                    
will become in him a spring welling up to eternal life. 

Year A Samuel 16: 1.6-7.10-13 Psalm 22 Ephesians 5: 8-14 John 9: 1-41 



    

CORONAVIRUS 
During the public health crisis and following official 
advice, Sunday and Weekday Masses will NOT be 

publicly celebrated until further notice. 
However, celebration of Mass, Sunday by Sunday at 

8.30am and weekdays at 9.30am will take place at St. 
Joseph’s without a public congregation. 

St. Joseph’s is open for personal prayer each weekday between 
10.00am and 12 noon and on Sunday between  

9.00am and 12 noon with Exposition.   
Please  follow with great care Public Health guidelines 
to maintain hygiene and social distancing – leave a space 
around you if you come to church; anyone with a new 
continuous cough or a high temperature above 37.8C 

should self-isolate for seven days; wash hands frequently 
with soap and water for 20 seconds or use  

alcohol hand gel.  
Once again we shall continue to monitor the situation 
both nationally and locally very carefully and pass on 

any information we receive as soon as possible.  
LENT DAY OF RECOLLECTION 

The day Retreat on Monday 30th March has now been 
cancelled – Money will be refunded to those who have 

already paid. 
APF – MISSIO 

Due to the corona virus crisis the RED BOX collections 
are being suspended and are unlikely to be  

emptied this quarter. 
If anyone wishes to make an online donation this can be 

done via the website www.missio.org.uk 
If you have any queries or need more information, 

please contact Mick Ryan on 0161 905 3468. 
Thank you for your continued support. 

ST. JOSEPH’S & HOLY FAMILY WALKERS 
Following government advice it has been decided that, 

with regret, Sunday's walk (22nd March) has been 
cancelled. 

PRAYER TO OUR LADY OF WALSINGHAM 
O Mary, you shine continuously on our journey 

as a sign of salvation and hope. 
We entrust ourselves to you, Health of the Sick. 

At the foot of the Cross you participated in 
Jesus’ pain, with steadfast faith. 

You, Salvation of the People of your Dowry, England, 
know what we need. 

We are certain that you will provide, 
so that, as you did at Cana of Galilee, 

joy and feasting might return after this moment of trial. 
Help us, Mother of divine Love, to conform ourselves 

to the Father’s will and to do what Jesus tells us: 
He who took our sufferings upon Himself, 

and bore our sorrows to bring us, through the Cross, 
to the joy of the Resurrection. 

Amen. 
We seek refuge under your protection,  

O Holy Mother of God. 
Do not despise our please – we who are put to the test 

– and deliver us from every danger,  
O glorious and blessed Virgin. 

Our Lady of Walsingham, pray for us. 
BLESSING OF MEDICAL PROFESSIONALS 

Father Woolley would like to thank all our Doctors, 
Nurses, First Responders and other health care workers 

who are continuing to care for us during this 
coronaviras crisis.  We pray that the Lord will protect 
them all in their work of care and support.  At the end 
of each Mass all those present will be invited to receive  

a special blessing. Thank You ALL. 
 

HAPPY MOTHERS’ DAY 
Mothering Sunday has been celebrated in the UK on 

the fourth Sunday in Lent from the 16th century.  
On this Sunday it was expected that families should 
attend their ‘Mother Church’. This history is largely 

forgotten, but it remains an opportunity for us to 
show our mothers just how much we appreciate  

and love them. 
On Mother’s Day we pray especially for all mothers 

and thank God for the care and love they give to their 
children. We ask God’s blessing especially for 
mothers who struggle to protect their children  

against poverty and injustice. 
We extend a ‘thank you’ to all mums, grandmothers, 
great-grandmothers, godmothers, expectant mothers, 
mother-in-laws, step mothers, foster mothers and not 

forgetting all Reverend Mothers! 
To all who are honoured with the title of ‘Mother’  
a very Happy Mothering Sunday to you all. 

SACRAMENTAL CELEBRATIONS 
In response to the Corona Virus pandemic so many 
aspects of our lives must change.  This includes the 

way in which we publicly express our faith. It is very 
clear that, following official advice, and in order to 

keep each other safe, save lives and support the NHS, 
at this time we must not gather for public acts of 

worship in our churches. 
Baptism: These will not take place until is it safe. 

Reconciliation: By appointment only 
Confirmation: Postponed indefinitely 

First Holy Communion: Postponed indefinitely 
ST. JOSEPH’S & HOLY FAMILY SCHOOLS 

In these extraordinary and trying days, Father 
Woolley would like to thank all the teachers, teaching 

assistants and non teaching staff for all their hard 
work and dedication in keeping the schools open until 

last Friday.  He wishes that all the school families 
keep well and return to school when it is safe to do 

so. Father Woolley would especially like to wish Mrs 
Taylor, Headteacher at St. Joseph’s, the very best for 
her retirement.  It is so disappointing that we were 
not able to adequately show our appreciation for all 

that she has done as our Deputy and Head. 
BEHOLD 2020 - THE REDEDICATION OF 

ENGLAND AS THE DOWRY OF MARY  
The Rededication will take place on  

29th March 2020.  It will be fulfilled by a communal 
act of prayer across the country, when we seek 

Mary’s protection and prayers.   Father Woolley will 
still say the prayers after 8.30am Mass. Intentions can 
still be placed in the basket on the Lady Altar which 

will be sent to Walsingham  
CATHOLIC FAITH                                                     

Father Woolley would like to meet those people who 
are discerning their faith and journey into the Catholic 

Church. The meeting will be on Wednesday 25th 
March, Feast of the Annunciation, at 7.30 pm         

(after the 7 pm Mass) in the presbytery. All Welcome. 
SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM 

We welcome to the Church and Parish Community         
Remy Oswald Barnard who was baptised at St. 

Joseph’s last weekend.  We welcome Remy into the 
Church and commend his parents for passing on to 

him the Faith of the Apostles. 
LION KING 

Due to Corona Virus, planned trip for Lion King is 
indefinitely cancelled. 

KEEP SAFE, KEEP WELL.  GOD BLESS ALL! 
 
 
 
 


